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The PM2.5 level at Coimbatore 
on Thursday. Nitrogen dioxide 
level was at 15 µg/m3 against the 
prescribed standard of 80 µg/m3

9 µg|m3
NEWS UPDATE FROM TN

Twitter @ xpresstn

‘TNIE Tamilnadu’ @ xpresstn

Violation of MCC: Dharapuram court 
grants bail to NTK cadre, 8 others
Tiruppur: Dharapuram judicial magistrate court on 
Thursday granted bail to nine persons, including M 
Karthika, NTK candidate in the Dharapuram 
Assembly bypoll, in cases related to alleged 
violations of the MCC. During the final phase of 
campaigning for the Dharapuram bypoll, several 
cases were filed against Karthika and others for 
violations of the MCC. In connection to these, the 
police arrested nine people on Tuesday, including 
Karthika and her husband Muruga Chandrakumar.
They are expected to be released on Friday. ENS

Gaur attack: Techies escape 
unhurt at Cinchona estate
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

A group of  youngsters, includ-
ing a girl, escaped unhurt after 
two gaurs attacked their two-
wheelers at Cinchona near Val-
parai on Wednesday afternoon. 
The gaurs reportedly pushed 
one of  the two-wheelers, fling-
ing the girl riding it to the 
ground. The youths managed 
to safely flee the spot.

According to sources, a 
group of  IT professionals from 
Coimbatore were touring pop-
ular destinations in and 
around Valparai during Pooja 
holidays when they encoun-
tered the gaurs standing along 
the road at Cinchona. The 
youths were taken by surprise 
when the animals turned ag-
gressive even as they were rid-
ing their two-wheelers along 
the middle of  the road.

The youths attempted to 

cross the stretch quickly to 
avoid the animals. However, the 
gaurs charged at them and 
pushed one of  the two-wheel-
ers, causing its riders to fall. 
Another two-wheeler was also 
forced to stop. One of  the vehi-
cles was damaged in the inci-
dent. However, they managed 
to escape. A video of  the inci-
dent went viral online.

Bus crew suspended for 
assaulting man in T’pur
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

THE Tamil Nadu State Trans-
port Corporation (TNSTC), 
Tiruppur region, on Thursday 
suspended a bus driver and 
conductor for assaulting a man, 
who was allegedly drunk, at 
Kangeyam bus stand in Tirup-
pur district.

A video showing the bus 
driver and conductor as-
saulting a man who al-
legedly attempted to 
slide under the wheels 
of  a bus while intoxi-
cated at the bus stand 
was widely shared online 
since Wednesday.

Following an inquiry, bus 
driver P Kannan and conductor 
T Muruganantham of  Kan-
geyam depot were suspended.

According to official sources, 
route number 1B, which oper-
ates between Kangeyam and 
Chennimalai via Sivanmalai, 
was parked at the Kangeyam 
bus stand at 6.45 pm on Tues-
day and was ready to depart to 

Chennimalai again.
At the time, an allegedly in-

toxicated man boarded the bus 
and attempted to sit in the seat 
reserved for women near the 
driver’s seat. He also allegedly 
harassed female passengers. 
Seeing this, an irate male pas-
senger pulled the man out of  
the bus, and he fell outside onto 
the bus stand premises. The 

man then allegedly attempt-
ed to slide under the 

wheels of  the bus.
Some passengers 

alerted Kannan and 
Muruganantham, who 
were having tea at a 

nearby bakery. The bus 
crew rushed to the spot and 

advised the man to move away. 
However, he allegedly refused 
to pay heed, following which 
the duo assaulted him. A pas-
serby recorded the incident and 
the video went viral online.

An officer from TNSTC’s 
Kangeyam branch confirmed 
to TNIE that the driver and 
conductor were suspended for 
assaulting the man.

Jail warder among 2 held for robbing KL fish trader
Coimbatore: A Coimbatore Central Prison warder and another person 
have been arrested for allegedly abducting and assaulting a Kerala-
based fish trader before robbing him of `15 lakh near Podanur. Police 
are searching for two other suspects. According to police, on September 
28, the victim, Mohammed Aslam, a wholesale fish trader from Kerala, 
was carrying `15 lakh in cash and walking towards Podanur Railway 
Station when four men in a car waylaid him. They allegedly assaulted 
him, snatched the cash, dropped him off and fled. Aslam then lodged a 
complaint with Podanur police. After inquiry, police confirmed the 
involvement of M Patturajan (43), a warder at Coimbatore Central 
Prison, who was arrested. Based on information from him, police also 
arrested Idris Ahmed (43) of Coimbatore. Both suspects were produced 
before a court and remanded in judicial custody on Thursday. ENS

Don’t violate 
‘first come, 
first served’ 
rule: TNSTC
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

THE Tamil Nadu State Trans-
port Corporation (TNSTC), 
Coimbatore division, has 
warned conductors that strin-
gent action would be taken if  
they denied passengers entry 
to buses on a ‘first come, first 
served’ basis. Moreover, TNSTC 
supervisors have been instruct-
ed to monitor the buses and en-
sure that the ‘first come, first 
served’ rule is followed.

Following a complaint from a 
passenger in Tiruppur, the 
TNSTC has directed all conduc-
tors to strictly follow this norm. 
According to TNSTC sources, P 
Prakash of  Tiruppur district 
lodged a complaint with the 
TNSTC, Coimbatore division, 
alleging that conductors were 
not allowing passengers travel-
ling to Vellakovil to board bus-
es operated from Singanallur 
bus stand in the city towards 
Tiruchy.

He further pointed out that 
passengers travelling to 
Tiruchy or other destinations 
along the route were given pref-
erence for seats in the buses, 
while other passengers were al-
lowed to board only afterwards. 
He said this was against the 
‘first come, first served’ rule. 
Following this, a warning cir-
cular was issued to conductors, 
sources added.

City-based consumer organi-
sation Coimbatore Consumer 
Voice secretary N Logu wel-
comed the move. He said that 
private buses operating from 
Coimbatore to Mettupalayam 
and Pollachi also engage in 
such practices. He urged the re-
gional transport officers con-
cerned to conduct surprise in-
spections during peak hours to 
prevent such incidents.

Aathupalam bus accident: One more person succumbs
Coimbatore: One more person who was injured in the bus accident near 
Aathupalam in Coimbatore on Wednesday, where a government bus 
veered erratically after the bus driver suffered a fatal heart attack and 
lost control of the vehicle, succumbed to his injuries. A motorcyclist, 
Abbas (46), a resident of Tipu Sultan Colony in Sunnambu Kalvai, 
sustained critical injuries in the accident. He was immediately rushed to 
Coimbatore Medical College Hospital, where doctors provided 
continuous treatment. Despite their efforts, Abbas succumbed to his 
injuries late last night, raising the death toll in the accident to three. He 
is survived by his wife, two sons and a daughter. On Wednesday, T 
Martin (54) was at the wheel of the state-run bus when he collapsed 
due to a cardiac arrest. He died on the bus itself. ENS

Another big cat, suspected to be 
hurt in fight, trapped near Gudalur
Nearly 80% of its canines were worn out, it was weak and preying on cattle, say forest staff

S  S E N T H I L  K U M A R  @ Nilgiris

A month after a tiger suspected 
of  killing two persons was 
trapped at Lauriston in O-Val-
ley Panchayat near Gudalur, 
another tiger, suspected to be 
around 13 years old, was caught 
in a cage at Halala estate with-
in Gudalur municipality limits, 
about a kilometre from Lauris-
ton, on Thursday morning.

The tiger is suspected of  
preying on livestock in and 
around Masinagudi, leaving 
cattle owners distressed over 
the past few weeks. After news 
of  the tiger being trapped in a 
large cage spread, local resi-
dents gathered in large num-
bers to see the animal. A goat 
carcass had been placed inside 
the cage to lure the big cat.

Forest department staff  pre-
vented people from approach-
ing the cage and urged them to 
stay away from the spot.

The tiger was trapped at 3.30 
am and monitored through live 
cameras. Forest officials wait-
ed until 8 am to begin the opera-
tion in daylight, when a veteri-
narian administered a sedative 

to the big cat.
After the tiger was found ly-

ing inside the cage in a semi-
conscious state, a forest official 
wearing protective gear ap-
proached the animal. It was 
subsequently shifted to a small-
er cage to facilitate its trans-
portation to the Vandalur Zoo 
in Chennai.

“Following the deaths of  two 
persons, we intensified the op-
eration to capture the tiger in 
and around O-Valley. During 
monitoring, we noticed that an-
other tiger was injured. We in-
formed Chief  Wildlife Warden 

Rakesh Kumar Dogra and ob-
tained permission to trap the 
animal using cages. During our 
observation on Thursday, we 
found multiple injuries on its 
face. We suspect they could 
have been caused during a ter-
ritorial fight with another ti-
ger,” said P Devaraj, district 
forest officer of  the Gudalur 
Forest Division.

The animal is believed to have 
entered O-Valley from the Mu-
dumalai Tiger Reserve (MTR), 
where territorial fights between 
tigers are a possibility. It has 
been active in O-Valley for the 

past two days, he added.
“Nearly 80% of  the animal’s 

canines were worn out, and one 
of  its 18 claws, on a foreleg, was 
missing. We also observed a 
deep wound on its face. Due to 
these factors, the animal had 
become weak and was preying 
on cattle. We tracked the ani-
mal and successfully prevented 
human-tiger conflict,” Devaraj 
said. The earlier tiger was 
trapped on September 18 after 
a 29-day search, bringing relief  
to residents. It was subsequent-
ly shifted to the Vandalur Zoo 
in Chennai.

Meanwhile, a leopard that 
had frequently strayed into hu-
man habitations and was sus-
pected of  killing a man at Ban-
gala Thotti in Hassanur was 
trapped in a cage on Thursday 
morning.

Following requests from resi-
dents, who complained that the 
big cat had been frequently kill-
ing cattle, even during daytime, 
the forest department set up 
two cages at Arepalayam and 
Hassanur. The animal was 
trapped in a cage set up at 
Hassnur.

The tiger was trapped at 3.30 am on Thursday in a cage set up at Halala estate and 
monitored through live cameras |  EXPRESS

Screengrab of the video showing the 
techies escaping the attack |  EXPRESS

A screengrab from the video showing the incident on Tuesday evening |  EXPRESS
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Refer the following website for download 
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